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Attendance Explained?

· A few missed school days may not feel like a big deal, but research shows that it can have a significant impact on all children's learning.

· Children who miss a substantial amount of school can fall behind their peers, and struggle to catch up.

· The work they have missed can lead to big gaps in their learning which can be a barrier to future learning.

· Having poor school attendance from Infant School age, means that children are more at risk of this becoming a pattern and are therefore statistically more likely to underachieve at throughout their school career

· Children who miss between 10 and 20% of school (or 19 to 38 days per year) may only have a 35% chance of achieving five or more good GCSEs, compared to 73% of those who miss fewer than 5% of school days.

· Friendships can be affected by persistent absence, too. It can be hard for a child who misses lots of school to form and maintain relationships with their classmates.

· Poor attendance also reflects badly on your child’s school. Ofsted expect all schools to have good attendance rates, and they are marked down in inspections if their absence figures are too high. What counts as good attendance?
· Our attendance target is 97% which is considered good, this allows for children to be absent for 6 days across the school year.

· The Government describes any child whose attendance falls below 90% as Persistent absence (PA). This puts them at even greater risk of underachieving and over 5 years adds up to half a school year missed. 

